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Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, DOT § 192.723 

§ 192.715 Transmission lines: Perma-
nent field repair of welds. 

Each weld that is unacceptable under 
§ 192.241(c) must be repaired as follows: 

(a) If it is feasible to take the seg-
ment of transmission line out of serv-
ice, the weld must be repaired in ac-
cordance with the applicable require-
ments of § 192.245. 

(b) A weld may be repaired in accord-
ance with § 192.245 while the segment of 
transmission line is in service if: 

(1) The weld is not leaking; 
(2) The pressure in the segment is re-

duced so that it does not produce a 
stress that is more than 20 percent of 
the SMYS of the pipe; and 

(3) Grinding of the defective area can 
be limited so that at least 1⁄8-inch (3.2 
millimeters) thickness in the pipe weld 
remains. 

(c) A defective weld which cannot be 
repaired in accordance with paragraph 
(a) or (b) of this section must be re-
paired by installing a full encirclement 
welded split sleeve of appropriate de-
sign. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 

Amdt. 192–85, 63 FR 37504, July 13, 1998] 

§ 192.717 Transmission lines: Perma-
nent field repair of leaks. 

Each permanent field repair of a leak 
on a transmission line must be made 
by— 

(a) Removing the leak by cutting out 
and replacing a cylindrical piece of 
pipe; or 

(b) Repairing the leak by one of the 
following methods: 

(1) Install a full encirclement welded 
split sleeve of appropriate design, un-
less the transmission line is joined by 

mechanical couplings and operates at 

less than 40 percent of SMYS. 
(2) If the leak is due to a corrosion 

pit, install a properly designed bolt-on- 

leak clamp. 
(3) If the leak is due to a corrosion 

pit and on pipe of not more than 40,000 

psi (267 Mpa) SMYS, fillet weld over 

the pitted area a steel plate patch with 

rounded corners, of the same or greater 

thickness than the pipe, and not more 

than one-half of the diameter of the 

pipe in size. 
(4) If the leak is on a submerged off-

shore pipeline or submerged pipeline in 

inland navigable waters, mechanically 

apply a full encirclement split sleeve of 

appropriate design. 

(5) Apply a method that reliable engi-

neering tests and analyses show can 

permanently restore the serviceability 

of the pipe. 

[Amdt. 192–88, 64 FR 69665, Dec. 14, 1999] 

§ 192.719 Transmission lines: Testing 
of repairs. 

(a) Testing of replacement pipe. If a 

segment of transmission line is re-

paired by cutting out the damaged por-

tion of the pipe as a cylinder, the re-

placement pipe must be tested to the 

pressure required for a new line in-

stalled in the same location. This test 

may be made on the pipe before it is in-

stalled. 

(b) Testing of repairs made by welding. 
Each repair made by welding in accord-

ance with §§ 192.713, 192.715, and 192.717 

must be examined in accordance with 

§ 192.241. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 

Amdt. 192–54, 51 FR 41635, Nov. 18, 1986] 

§ 192.721 Distribution systems: Patrol-
ling. 

(a) The frequency of patrolling mains 

must be determined by the severity of 

the conditions which could cause fail-

ure or leakage, and the consequent haz-

ards to public safety. 

(b) Mains in places or on structures 

where anticipated physical movement 

or external loading could cause failure 

or leakage must be patrolled— 

(1) In business districts, at intervals 

not exceeding 41⁄2 months, but at least 

four times each calendar year; and 

(2) Outside business districts, at in-

tervals not exceeding 71⁄2 months, but 

at least twice each calendar year. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 

Amdt. 192–43, 47 FR 46851, Oct. 21, 1982; Amdt. 

192–78, 61 FR 28786, June 6, 1996] 

§ 192.723 Distribution systems: Leak-
age surveys. 

(a) Each operator of a distribution 

system shall conduct periodic leakage 

surveys in accordance with this sec-

tion. 

(b) The type and scope of the leakage 

control program must be determined 

by the nature of the operations and the 
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local conditions, but it must meet the 

following minimum requirements: 

(1) A leakage survey with leak detec-

tor equipment must be conducted in 

business districts, including tests of 

the atmosphere in gas, electric, tele-

phone, sewer, and water system man-

holes, at cracks in pavement and side-

walks, and at other locations providing 

an opportunity for finding gas leaks, at 

intervals not exceeding 15 months, but 

at least once each calendar year. 

(2) A leakage survey with leak detec-

tor equipment must be conducted out-

side business districts as frequently as 

necessary, but at least once every 5 

calendar years at intervals not exceed-

ing 63 months. However, for cathodi-

cally unprotected distribution lines 

subject to § 192.465(e) on which elec-

trical surveys for corrosion are imprac-

tical, a leakage survey must be con-

ducted at least once every 3 calendar 

years at intervals not exceeding 39 

months. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 

Amdt. 192–43, 47 FR 46851, Oct. 21, 1982; Amdt. 

192–70, 58 FR 54528, 54529, Oct. 22, 1993; Amdt. 

192–71, 59 FR 6585, Feb. 11, 1994; Amdt. 192–94, 

69 FR 32895, June 14, 2004; Amdt. 192–94, 69 FR 

54592, Sept. 9, 2004] 

§ 192.725 Test requirements for rein-
stating service lines. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(b) of this section, each disconnected 

service line must be tested in the same 

manner as a new service line, before 

being reinstated. 

(b) Each service line temporarily dis-

connected from the main must be test-

ed from the point of disconnection to 

the service line valve in the same man-

ner as a new service line, before recon-

necting. However, if provisions are 

made to maintain continuous service, 

such as by installation of a bypass, any 

part of the original service line used to 

maintain continuous service need not 

be tested. 

§ 192.727 Abandonment or deactiva-
tion of facilities. 

(a) Each operator shall conduct aban-

donment or deactivation of pipelines in 

accordance with the requirements of 

this section. 

(b) Each pipeline abandoned in place 

must be disconnected from all sources 

and supplies of gas; purged of gas; in 

the case of offshore pipelines, filled 

with water or inert materials; and 

sealed at the ends. However, the pipe-

line need not be purged when the vol-

ume of gas is so small that there is no 

potential hazard. 

(c) Except for service lines, each in-

active pipeline that is not being main-

tained under this part must be discon-

nected from all sources and supplies of 

gas; purged of gas; in the case of off-

shore pipelines, filled with water or 

inert materials; and sealed at the ends. 

However, the pipeline need not be 

purged when the volume of gas is so 

small that there is no potential hazard. 

(d) Whenever service to a customer is 

discontinued, one of the following must 

be complied with: 

(1) The valve that is closed to prevent 

the flow of gas to the customer must be 

provided with a locking device or other 

means designed to prevent the opening 

of the valve by persons other than 

those authorized by the operator. 

(2) A mechanical device or fitting 

that will prevent the flow of gas must 

be installed in the service line or in the 

meter assembly. 

(3) The customer’s piping must be 

physically disconnected from the gas 

supply and the open pipe ends sealed. 

(e) If air is used for purging, the oper-

ator shall insure that a combustible 

mixture is not present after purging. 

(f) Each abandoned vault must be 

filled with a suitable compacted mate-

rial. 

(g) For each abandoned offshore pipe-

line facility or each abandoned onshore 

pipeline facility that crosses over, 

under or through a commercially navi-

gable waterway, the last operator of 

that facility must file a report upon 

abandonment of that facility. 

(1) The preferred method to submit 

data on pipeline facilities abandoned 

after October 10, 2000 is to the National 

Pipeline Mapping System (NPMS) in 

accordance with the NPMS ‘‘Standards 

for Pipeline and Liquefied Natural Gas 

Operator Submissions.’’ To obtain a 

copy of the NPMS Standards, please 

refer to the NPMS homepage at http:// 
www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov or contact the 

NPMS National Repository at 703–317– 

3073. A digital data format is preferred, 
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